to what kind of program they should offer. Chapter 4 contains an assessment framework for language learners at different learning stages. The author includes a summary chart of key recommendations for instruction and assessment at the end of the chapter, which is a concise overview of its content. In Chapter 5, Coelho targets educational administrators and policymakers by proposing 10 actions plans for school districts in multilingual and multicultural communities. It also contains specific outcomes from large-scale studies (e.g. nationwide research) and what the author viewed as more "small scale" studies (e.g. citywide research) on the performance of immigrant children.
The last section is a collection of practical advice and activities. They range from how to create learning environments to how to teach vocabulary in classes while considering the diverse learning needs of non-native students. That is, Chapter 6 and 7 focus on classroom environments, whereas the rest of the chapters within the section pay close attention to linguistic skill areas, such as speaking, reading, writing, and listening. In Chapter 6, as the title (6. An Inclusive Learning Environment) states, Coelho encourages readers to think not only about inclusive practices, strategies, and solutions for teaching, but also about the physical arrangement and design of an inclusive class. In Chapter 7, the author notes that it is important to view students' linguistic diversity as an asset and to see bilingualism as a benefit for both teaching and learning. A variety of exercises and projects are described so teachers can use them in curricula. By doing so, Coelho believes teachers can take advantage of students' differing languages and reinforce learning. In Chapter 8, Coelho talks about how to scaffold oral language communication to support immigrant students in class, putting emphasis on authentic, purposeful, and comprehensible interaction. In Chapter 9, the author continues with a focus on reading and writing instruction with an overview of different approaches. There are some examples of students' work, so teachers can get a clear sense of what they might teach and how they could guide students. The last chapter deals with vocabulary acquisition, which is one of the most challenging aspects of language development for second language learners. By explaining why non-native students have such a hard time with vocabulary development, Coelho aspires to enhance teachers' understanding of the issues at hand with research findings and classroom observations. She ends with what teachers need to include when assessing vocabulary knowledge.
With regard to whether the book provides a practical approach to language and learning in multilingual classrooms (as the title of the book states), the answer is 'yes' from my viewpoint. Every chapter includes varied effective and efficient guidance to help instructors and practitioners. Resources are listed at the end of each chapter with websites for those who are interested in the specific issues addressed and for those who want to read more. Thus, the book is a great collection of a wide range of detailed ideas and activities for teaching multilingual and multicultural classrooms. The book has other strengths as well. First of all, each chapter contains many visuals which include photos, charts and graphs to help readers understand context. The illustrations are of two types: either for teachers to use in class activities or pictures and/or maps that help explain how the teacher can implement these classroom tasks. Second, Coelho successfully maintains a balance between theory and teaching practice and successfully underscores her beliefs that it is the educators' responsibility to support culturally diverse students and their families. Lastly, instead of a mere list of activities and exercises that might be useful for immigrant children, the author helps readers understand why the activities are helpful, why newcomers have difficulties, and why linguistic diversity is beneficial in teaching and learning. In all, given the contributions and advantages, I strongly recommend this book for
